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Abstract

The role of sports sociology is to explain and better understand the
phenomenon of sports and its function. There are many researches in the field
of sports sociology in Iran. But, a general look at these researches' status,
findings, and approaches is needed. This study was conducted with the aim of
a systematic review of sports sociology research in Iran.

The research method was qualitative and developmental. This research, as a
secondary study, has been done with a systematic review approach. The
research sample consisted of 19 articles published in domestic scientific
research journals between 1390 and 1400, which were extracted from
"Noormags," "Magiran,” "SID," and "Ensani" databases. The research results
showed that the conducted studies can be categorized in the two general
categories of social function of sports in 28 subcategories and social
participation of sports in 119 subcategories. The subcategories such as social
order, social cohesion, aggression, abnormal behavior, moral behavior, social
policy, social trust, and hooliganism can be classified under a more general
category called the social function of sports. Also, subcategories such as
culturing sports for all, sports participation of women based on gender norms,
sports participation of the disabled, participation in sports activities of women
and men, social consequences of participation in sports, sports participation
of the elderlies are categorized in the concept of "social participation in
sports." The most important research gap observed in the studies of the
sociology of sports is related to the field of cultural behaviors, including the
cultural behaviors of spectators, such as slogans and activities of spectators in
sports venues.

Keywords: sports function, social cohesion, sports participation, aggression
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